A.Y. JACKSON SCHOOL COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

Tuesday, September 30, 2003

Present:  Nancy Nightingale-Principal; Paul Au-Vice Principal; Alison Kelsey-Vice Principal; Taso Karounos; Waseef Rahman; Carole Holtzman; Suyun Chen; Donna Fanjoy; Gu Chunhua; Emil Boychuk; Judy Messenger; Ige Egal; Flora Lee; Benjamin Lee; Mehrnaz Poulad; Hany Boghossian; Nooshin Sohrabvand; Edward Xing; Henry Lezon; Ping Xu

The first meeting of the 2003-2004 school year began at 7:06, with last year’s Chair, Mr. Taso Karounos, welcoming both new and returning members of the School Council.  He described the role and purpose of the council, and then gave an extensive Annual Review of last year’s achievements, one of which included inviting several guest speakers like School Trustee Judi Codd to speak with the council.  Other ongoing discussions include: the creation of a committee to take on the responsibility of producing the Parent Handbook; how to identify and encourage companies to take on co-op students from Jackson; approaching small businesses as corporate partners; and having a sign created for the front lawn of the school.  Towards the end of the year, the council organized a “Teacher and Support Staff Appreciation Breakfast” that was extremely well received by the staff and was the first of its kind at A.Y. Jackson.

Taso then thanked the outgoing members of the council and announced that there were at least four positions to be filled by new parent representatives, including the position of Chair of the council.  The council decided to resurrect a Vice Chair position as well, to assist the Chair, and elected Hany Boghossian and Waseef Rahman to these positions, respectively.  New parent members also volunteered to be members.  The A.Y. Jackson School Council members of the 2003-2004 school year are as follows:


Chair:



Hany Boghossian


Vice Chair:


Waseef Rahman


Principal:


Nancy Nightingale


Vice Principal:

Paul Au


Parent:



Salma Ahmed

Suyun Chen






Gu Chunhua






Henry Lezon






Judy Messenger






Mehrnaz Poulad






Nooshin Sohrabvand


Student Council Rep:

Ige Egal


Teacher Rep:


to be decided


Non-teaching employee:
Donna Fanjoy


Community Rep:

Carol Holtzman


Minute taker:


Mari Ito

The meeting was officially turned over to Hany at 8:20, and his first duty as Chair was to draw for the winner of the Curriculum Night raffle, awarding P. Burton-Vulovic with dinner for two at the Pickle Barrel.

Ms. Nightingale continued the meeting by announcing the dates of this year’s six School Council meetings (including one with only the executive members).  She announced that an extended Transition Night had already been hosted to include the parents of senior students as well as newcomers, and many attended the event to hear about the school from staff members.  Ms. Nightingale also explained that Curriculum leaders were being interviewed and chosen from Jackson staff members, who would work to realize various school policies and initiatives, two of the largest being safe schools and literacy.  The major initiative this year is to have an in-depth look at assessment policies and procedures.  Jackson’s course contents are well aligned, but the focus will be on how students are being evaluated, and whether the evaluation is hurting students' self-esteem or whether it is for the good of students' learning.  Ms. Nightingale stressed the importance of having parents join the School Improvement Council, and said that a roster will be handed out with the times that different groups meet.  Jackson’s next initiative will be a waste reduction and recycling program.

Mr. Au gave the council a breakdown of the enrollment of Jackson’s 1222 students: 351 (Grade 10), 357 (Grade 11), 514 (Grade 12).  The large number of Grade 12 students accounts for approximately 150 to 160 returning students that may or may not spend the entire year at Jackson.  The school is expecting 1100 students the following year without any of said returning students, and currently has 64 teachers in its employ (62.5 F.T.E.).

Ms. Kelsey announced that the EQAO Literacy Test (Oct. 22, 23) is being put together, as well as the list of students eligible for taking the test.  Lunchtime workshops were set up for any students in need of assistance, and a meeting with unsuccessful students was already held to focus on the parts they are having trouble with.  A literacy group is already in place and teachers are talking about how students can improve their test taking skills.

Student Council Vice President Ige Egal mentioned that the council had grown to 12 students this year, 6 of whom were Grade Representatives, 2 from each grade.  A Transition Day had already been held for Grade 10 students, as well as a SAC Assembly, which was a chance for clubs and councils to showcase themselves to the students.  The upcoming SAC Dance will be on October 24th, followed by a Spirit Day on the 31st.

Hany closed the meeting by suggesting that ideas for the new council be pooled together because there were few meetings left, and proposed a bulletin board on the Internet to post ideas and elaborate on ideas to get a head start on the agenda.  Parents also took home copies of the current Parent Handbook to make necessary corrections and additions.  The council was also reminded about the school’s hotline as well as the website:  ayjackson.ca

Concerns raised by the council:

· What are the council’s top priorities?

· How do we incorporate others members of the community as members?


Meeting adjourned:  9:11                  Next meeting:  Tuesday, October 28, 2003

